FEMININE TACTICS

take the furniture if she liked. Mailly positively crawled before
him and, bereft of any sense of dignity, promised to close her
eyes to this liaison; Louis, shaken by the abject humility of her
grief and perhaps fearing some public scene, gave her a few
days' respite, much to the fury of Madame de la Tournelle.

Several days later Mailly was seen to rush out like a mad
woman from the King's room, cheeks drenched in tears, breast
heaving. Behind her came Louis, saying: cOn Monday, at
Choisy, Madame la Comtesse... on Monday, I hope that you
will not keep me waiting.' It was on Monday that she had
promised to act as a screen to the beginnings of the new affair.

Madame de la Tournelle was supported in all this by the
marechal Richelieu. There exists a letter of hers on how she
turned her sister out: it is a monument of feminine callousness,
of frigid unconcern, and some of her expressions savour of
the fishwife: *. , . the trouble I had to pack off Madame de
Mailly, make her "do a bunk"' ('... la peine que j'ai eue a faire
dlguerpir Madame de Mailly'). She calls Fleury 'that old rascal*.
She meant to put a high price on her surrender and planned to
obtain written promises of money and position before giving
herself completely: she was not going to have to hire out
jewellery like her sister, or suffer the indignities and incon-
veniences of a clandestine affair. She even pretended to go
back to the due d'Agenois, whom she truly loved, in order to
entice the King further. In her stealthy heart lay the shadow of
a crushing revenge on Monsieur de Maurepas for the way he
had thrown her on to the streets.

So Madame de Mailly was turned out. At the bottom of the
staircase at Versailles she found a royal coach to take her to
Paris; and even this coach, the King had ordered, was to be
returned immediately. Her faithful friend the marechale de
Noailles gave her seven rooms in her house, for otherwise she
would have had nowhere to sleep that night, unless she risked
a beating from her husband. The unhappy woman lay in bed
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